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features of Persian towns. From this point to the Indus
the only port of the least importance is Bundar-Abbas, a
small place facing the island of Kishm in Hormuz Strait.
It is inhabited chiefly by Arabs, who carry on a consider-
able coasting trade in fish, salt, and fruits; but the heat
is so intense that the place is almost deserted in summer.
The Sultan of Oman has long claimed jurisdiction over
Bundar-Abbas and the neighbouring strip of coast and
adjacent island of Kishm.

Bundar-Abbas has inherited some of the trade, but
none of the splendour of the remarkable island of Ormuz
(Hormuz), which gives its name to the strait, and which
in the seventeenth century had a population of 40,000,
now reduced to less than 500, At that time Sir Thomas
Herbert (quoted by Ourzon) speaks of its "houses furnished
with gilded leather, and India and China rarities. Buzzar
[bazaar] rich and beautiful, splendid churches [Portu-
guese], and castle regularly and strongly fortified " (Persia
and the Persian Qmstioii). The remains of water reser-
voirs, mosques, and numerous other structures are still
visible, and excite the astonishment of travellers in an
arid island now destitute of vegetation and fresh water,
and containing nothing but salt, sulphur, and iron ores.
Eock salt and sulphur peaks are visible from the coast,
and there are several volcanic cones, besides a remark-
able natural curiosity, " a broad stream of water flowing
to the sea covered with a dazzling crust of salt, and in
the centre, but not mixing with it, a blood-red streamlet
tinged with iron ore, A Portuguese fort and lighthouse
still exist, the former said to be a wonderful construction
of dressed stone" (H. S. Cooper, p. 451). After their
expulsion from Persia, the Parsees sojourned some
time on Ormuz Island in th<j eighth century, before
finally taking refuge in India from their Muhamm&dan
persecutors.